
Media Contact: 
Barbara Hiller, Marketing Manager 

301-600-2868 | bhiller@cityoffrederickmd.gov 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Grammy Nominated Bokanté Brings World Music to the Weinberg Center 
 

FREDERICK, MD, Wednesday, December 4, 2019 — Recently nominated for Best World Music Album this 

year for “What Heat” Bokanté will perform on the Weinberg stage Friday, February 28, 2020 at 8:00 PM. 

 

Tickets start at $20 and may be purchased online at WeinbergCenter.org, by calling the box office at 

301-600-2828, or in person at 20 West Patrick Street. Discounts are available for students, children, 

military, and seniors. 

 

Named with the word meaning “exchange” in the Antillean Creole language spoken on vocalist Malika 

Tirolien’s Caribbean home island of Guadeloupe, Bokanté is one of the latest omnivorous 

conglomerations assembled by bassist and Snarky Puppy mastermind Michael League. Combining the 

Snarky Puppy guitar line and lap steel virtuoso Roosevelt Collier with a trio of percussionists including 

longtime Paul Simon hand drummer Jamey Haddad and Banda Magda/Snarky Puppy multi-

instrumentalist Keita Ogawa, Bokanté brings a hugely dynamic multicultural musical approach that 

marries the electric blues of Led Zeppelin with Afropop and folkloric Caribbean styles, unified by the 

soaring vocals of Tirolien. Sung in Creole and French, Tirolien’s lyrics paint unflinching portraits of joy, 

protest, racism, triumph, heartbreak, crisis, hope, and finally, unity. In the words of League, “Unity was 

paramount in the formation of this group. Though the ensemble is multi-lingual, multi-cultural, and 

multi-generational, we all feel connected as musicians and people. And in combining our different 

accents I feel that there is a strangely common and poignant sound, one that can reach and relate to 

listeners around the world.” Bokanté’s debut album, Strange Circles, was released last year. 

For your convenience below is a link to the artists’ website. 

http://www.bokante.com 

 

A complete listing of artists and performers scheduled for the 2019-2020 season can be found at 

WeinbergCenter.org. 

ABOUT THE WEINBERG CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Weinberg Center for the Arts is one of the region’s premier performing arts presenters, offering 

film, music, dance, theater, and family-focused programming. Located in the historic Tivoli movie 

theater in downtown Frederick Maryland, the Weinberg Center strives to ensure that the arts remain 

accessible and affordable to local and regional audiences alike. Weinberg Center events are made 

possible with major support from the City of Frederick, the Maryland State Arts Council, Plamondon 

Hospitality Partners, and other corporate and individual donors. 
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